
 

ENGLISH TEST COMPARABILITY  

The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) was first published in 2001 by the Council of Europe with the aim of describing what language learners have to 
do in order to communicate at different levels of proficiency. Its intention was to provide a common reference for educators of any language to use in order to develop curricula, course 
materials and assessments appropriate to their contexts. By 2020, it had become widely accepted as a language teaching and learning framework around the world and was available 
in over 40 European and non-European languages.  

Most English language test developers now align the levels of their assessments to the CEFR, and the CEFR bands have become widely recognised around the world.  

Many test providers have evolved their own scales to report results showing English language proficiency. The Pearson Test of English (PTE), for example, measures English language 
proficiency using a scale of 10-90, while the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) organises proficiency into six levels.  

Each provider may evolve its own unique scale and it is therefore important to remember that the purpose of this comparability matrix below is not to compare scales and results 
across providers, but to align them against the CEFR scale. 
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